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The reflections collected suggest that this project provided an opportunity to meet the needs of students and
staff development through the concepts of Being-Becoming-Belonging (Kidd, 1973) through Doing (BBB+D)

(Wilcock, 1998). The Doing in this instance being both the actual collaborative work on the comics, but also the
processes of renegotiation of prior concepts around knowledge production and representation. According to

Kidd (1973, p.10), “Being-Belonging-Becoming happens as the result of accretion of knowledge and skills, but it
also occurs as self-discovery, self-expression, fulfillment.” 

From kicking a ball to drawing a comic: a collaborative
autoethnography of the ARU Visual Stories project
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The collaboration in the Visual stories project became a
place to increase knowledge and skills of participants. It

also provided an opportunity for self-discovery, self-
expression and fulfilment considered key to educational

development through the Being-Becoming-
Belonging+Doing (Wilcock, 1998) framework.

 
The experience of co-creation and shared journey

between students and staff - and the
personal/professional/academic growth within it -

support the pedagogical discussion of co-creation of
curriculum in higher education (Taylor & Bovil, 2017).

This project stems from the 'ARU Visual Stories' project, a
collaboration between students and staff from Sports and

Exercise Science (SES) and MA Children Illustration. The project
started with the SES students collecting and analysing a qualitative

data set to produce a composite letter from the perspective of a
third-year student to their younger self. Using this composite letter

as source material, the SES and the MA Children Illustration
students worked together to produce visual stories as resources

for students transitioning into Higher Education (Cavallerio,
Timmis, & Pratt-Adams, 2019).  

We then collected SES students and staff reflections on their own
experience of the project and collated them to portray the

challenges and positives of conducting collaborative
interdisciplinary projects co-created between students and

teaching staff in HE . 

A collaborative autoethnography is a  polyphonic approach to
writing, telling, interrogating, analyzing, and writing up research

(Lapadat, 2017). Autoethnographic data was gathered using a
reflective approach and memory work, collecting personal

thoughts reflective journals, memories, and (email)
conversations (Bochner, 2017).  

Adopting writing as a method of inquiry and analysis itself
(Richardson, 2000), quotes from participants' reflections are

used to represent different voices (e.g., students, academics,
qualitative researchers, quantitative researchers). The artists'

voices are absent from the project due to impossibility to work
together during the ongoing pandemic.

 

"so I was looking forward to doing a

project as a group and working on

something for enjoyment without the

fear of receiving a grade at the end"
For me the collaborative aspects of the project

and my internal negotiations recognising my

skills and experience as a researcher, co-

producer and also novice in some areas were

the most challenging and intriguing.

Irrespective of ability, we all

engaged. I was struck by the

manner in which the

expectation to engage was a

subtle undertone but not in a

threatening manner 

We together created a story and

through sharing our skills there

was equality and parity and she

never made me feel either a novice

or expert, and I feel likewise

·       There were times where I wasn't

sure exactly where we were going, how the

end product would have looked like, and I

realised that this uncertainty made some of

our students uncomfortable. But it was

great to see in them the same reaction I

felt during that first afternoon. That

embracing the experience and going through

with it.

Wondering how the people in the room will react

to you coming in late. And, also questioning

whether you should be there as you don't want to

disrupt the flow of the session

The Visual Stories ARQlab project can be seen at visualstoriesaru.wordpress.com 

http://visualstoriesaru.wordpress.com/
http://visualstoriesaru.wordpress.com/

